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The Growth Management Act, at RCW 36.70A.130 (1), directs that: “Each comprehensive land use 

plan and development regulations shall be subject to continuing review and evaluation by the county 

or city that adopted them.”  

 

RCW 36.70A.130 (2) directs: “Each county and city shall establish and broadly disseminate to the 

public a public participation program… that identifies procedures and schedules whereby updates, 

proposed amendments, or revisions of the comprehensive plan are considered by the governing body 

of the county or city no more frequently than once every year.”  

 

This is supported in Walla Walla County Code, Title 14, Development Code Administration, Section 

14.10.015 (A):  “The Walla Walla County Comprehensive Plan shall be amended pursuant to this 

chapter, whereby, in compliance with RCW36.70A.130 (2), amendments are considered by the 

board of county commissioners no more frequently than once a year except as provided in Section 

14.10.030…” (special situations where an amendment is needed outside the amendment process).    

 

The amendment process is designed to solicit from the public, other governmental jurisdictions (e.g. 

cities), and other agencies and organizations, which can include the Board of County 

Commissioners, suggested changes to the Walla Walla County Comprehensive Plan and 

Development Regulations for consideration. 

 

In addition, the County is required to allow for any person to suggest amendments to the County’s 

Development Regulations on an annual basis:  “Each county and city planning under RCW 

36.70A.040 shall include in its development regulations a procedure for any interested person, 

including applicants, citizens, hearing examiners, and staff of other agencies, to suggest plan or 

development regulation amendments.”  The County requires a fee for these applications for 

amendments.  

 

http://www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A&full=true#36.70A.040
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Due to unforeseen circumstances, the State-required 2018 Periodic Update of the County’s 

Comprehensive Plan was not completed (adopted) before the end of 2018.  That means it will likely 

be adopted in 2019, which would preclude the ability for the County to consider additional 

Comprehensive Plan amendment applications outside of the updated Plan’s pending adoption.  There 

is an exception to that rule, wherein a special situation requires an amendment outside of the 

amendment process (i.e., update of the Burbank Subarea Plan as provided by Ordinance 471 adopted 

last summer). 

 

Development Regulations 

The Development Regulations (County Code) are the tools that implement the Comprehensive Plan.  

They provide the regulatory controls for development and land use activities.  They include the 

County’s zoning code, critical areas regulations, shoreline master program, planned unit 

development ordinances, and subdivision ordinances.  The County’s development regulations are 

applicable only to the unincorporated lands in Walla Walla County, including the urban growth areas 

of the cities of College Place, Prescott, Waitsburg, and Walla Walla, also the Burbank UGA, and the 

rural activity centers (RAC) of Dixie, Lowden, and Touchet.  The cities have their own development 

regulations, and separate amendment processes. 

 

As stated above, the County can only amend its Comprehensive Plan once per year.  Development 

regulations (zoning codes) can be amended more than once per year, so sometimes the County will 

adopt those at different times of the year, even if they start out the review process at the same time.  

 

For the 2019 annual amendment cycle only applications to amend the County’s development 

regulations will be accepted.  The cycle has begun with the approval of Resolution No. 18-319 by 

the Board of County Commissioners on December 17, 2018.   

 

Amendment Application Process 

To propose amendments to the Development Regulations please contact the staff of the Walla Walla 

County Community Development Department at 509-524-2610 for information on application 

submittal requirements.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to meet with the agency’s planning staff 

prior to submitting an application to obtain information on the application process, including 

timelines, and applicable fees. 

 

Applications for Development Regulation amendments must be submitted to the Walla Walla 

County Community Development Department, 310 W. Poplar St., Suite 200, by 4:00 p.m., Friday, 

March 29, 2019.  A schedule will then be followed to comply with state requirements and the Walla 

Walla County Code to allow opportunities for public review and comment.  A series of public 

hearings, first for determining the amendments to be included on the 2019 docket, and later for 

consideration of the final docket, will be held by the Walla Walla County Planning Commission and 

the Board of County Commissioners (dates and locations to be announced later).  The Board of 

County Commissioners makes the final decision to approve, deny, or amend an amendment request.  

Written comments concerning the proposed amendments will be accepted via regular mail, email, or 

delivered directly to the County Community Development Department.  Also, comments (written 

and verbal) can be submitted at public hearings.   

 

The Department’s website (www.co.walla-walla.wa.us) will provide information on the amendment 

process, including information about the public participation process. The target for completion of 

proposed amendments is November 2019.  

 


